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non-governmental organization committed to the impartial promotion and protection of
international human rights standards and the rule of law. The Advocates conducts a range of
programs to promote human rights in the United States and around the world, including monitoring
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resources and in the fight against violence against women and girls in their communities. In 2022,
ASDF set up a life center to welcome victims and provide them with comprehensive support and
mental health services so that survivors of violence can be assured of full reintegration into society
and complete fulfillment. ASDF also partners with civil and state society as well as financial
partners, in order to work intensely to achieve their ultimate goal of complete equality between
men and women.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. The Cameroonian government fails to protect women from acts of violence and abuse.
Despite criminalization of such acts within the Penal Code, victims of sexual violence and
female genital cutting continue to lack assistance from law enforcement and perpetrators
continue to act with impunity. The armed conflict within Cameroon has exacerbated the
issues of violence against women, with increased reports of domestic violence.

2. Women, especially in rural areas, face significant barriers to healthcare, with little to no
access of basic medical care in hard-to-reach areas. The armed conflict has resulted in mass
health care facility closures, with those that remain open operating at limited capacity.
Men, who often restrict their female family member’s decision-making power, women are
further limited from accessing health care. Pregnant women lack access to care during
pregnancy and delivery, which is a contributing factor to Cameroon’s high maternal
mortality rate. Additionally, as abortion is outlawed, many women are forced to seek
unsafe and/or delayed abortions.

3. Despite the Gender Policy Document and National Action Plan to reduce inequality
between men and women, discrimination remains widespread and systemic, especially due
to articles in the Cameroonian Civil Code and Civil Status Registration that authorize men
to exert control over their wife’s finances and decision-making. Although the legal age of
marriage is 18, forced and early marriage continues to exist due to several exceptions to
the Civil Code.

4. LBIQ+ (lesbian, bisexual, intersex, queer, and other sexual minority) and transgender
women are vulnerable as homosexual conduct is criminalized under the Cameroonian penal
code. Cameroonian police forces target and prosecute transgender women with forced anal
exams and HIV and STI testing. Cameroon is one of the few countries that criminalizes
both male and female consensual same-sex sexual conduct between adults.*

. IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
OBLIGATIONS

5. Cameroon’s Third Cycle UPR happened in May of 2018.2 It received 196
recommendations, and it supported 133 recommendations at the adoption of its UPR
outcome at Human Rights Council 39, in September 2018 (an increase of 10% with respect
to the 2nd cycle).® Many of the recommendation rejected involved the abolition of the death
penalty, the legalization of same-sex relations, reproductive education for women,
combatting impunity and legislation to protect human rights defenders and rights related
to marriage and family.

A12 Acceptance of international norms; A41 Constitutional and Legislative Framework

Status of Implementation: Partially Accepted; Not Implemented

6. During its 2018 Universal Period Review (UPR), Cameroon received forty-seven
recommendations related to the acceptance of international norms, of which it accepted
twenty-nine,* noted four,®> and rejected fourteen.® Cameroon also received twenty-six
recommendations related to its constitutional and legislative framework, of which it
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10.

accepted nine,” noted five® and rejected twelve.® Cameroon accepted many
recommendations related to strengthening laws to end forced marriages and criminalizing
female genital cutting.' It also accepted recommendations to increase enforcement for acts
of violence against women and girls, including instances of marital rape.!! Cameroon
responded noting that its Penal Code already criminalizes rape (and does not include an
exception for spousal rape)*?, early/child forced marriage, and female genital cutting.’* A
number of recommendations that the State rejected were related to the decriminalization of
same sex sexual relations* and abortion.*®

Cameroon also noted a recommendation to decriminalize abortion and to remove the
requirement that a woman must obtain a certification from a prosecutor prior to obtaining
a legal abortion.®

Although Cameroon’s rates of female genital cutting are lower than its neighbors, in part
due to legislation limiting female genital cutting and civil society campaigns against the
practice, it persists. The COVID-19 pandemic and civil conflict have slowed these efforts.!’
In 2020, the percentage of girls circumcised in and around Kousseri reportedly increased to
10%, up from 2% in 2015.18

Cases of domestic violence and sexual assault remain prevalent.® Although the addition of
the criminalization of rape is a step towards combatting violence against women, the lack
of protection against spousal rape leaves many individuals without recourse.? The lack of
criminalization means the cases will likely remain unprosecuted. Additionally, since
domestic violence is considered a private matter, perpetrators are rarely prosecuted.?

Section 337 of the Penal Code criminalizes abortion, stating any woman that consents to
her own abortion shall be punished with imprisonment from 15 days to one year and/or a
fine of 5000 to 200,000 CFAF.?

E41 Right to health care; E43 Access to sexual and reproductive health and services

Status of Implementation: Partially Accepted; Not Implemented

11.

12.

13.

Cameroon received eleven recommendations related to health, including the right to health
care,® access to sexual and reproductive health and services,®* and persons with
disabilities.?® Of the recommendations, Cameroon supported six?® and noted five.?’

In Cameroon, adolescent girls aged 15 to 19 years give birth at a rate of 122.2 per 1,000,
an increase from 2014 when the rate was 119 per 1,000.22 The high rate of teenage
pregnancy is due, in part, to a widespread lack of access to contraceptives and information
on sexual and reproductive health.?® Teenage pregnancy impacts girls in rural communities
to a greater extent.>°

As of 2021, the maternal mortality rate in Cameroon was 529 per 100,000 live births.3!
Reports indicate that there are 12 to 13 cases of maternal mortality each day, one of the
highest maternal mortality rates in Sub-Saharan Africa.®? Only 12% of women give birth
in health centers.®® A recent review of studies assessing the critical determinants of
maternal mortality in Cameroon identified several risk factors, including “a high
prevalence of unsafe abortions, an increased likelihood of home delivery, the use of
traditional birth attendants, and [distance from] a health facility or hospital.”®*



14. Women’s rates of HIV infection (5.0%) remains approximately two times higher than

15.

men’s (2.3%).%°

In Cameroon’s Southwest region, reported attacks by state and non-state actors on medical
providers and infrastructure have resulted in widespread closures of health facilities.3®
Those facilities that are open are not able to function at full capacity®” and “do not have
protocols or the infrastructure to treat victims of sexual and gender-based violence.”®

D8 Rights related to marriage & family; F32 Children: family environment & alternative

care; F31 Children

Status of Implementation: Partially Accepted; Not Implemented

16.

17.

Cameroon received ten recommendations related to marriage, family, and children,
accepting seven related to early and forced marriage.*® Three recommendations were
rejected.*

It is estimated that more than one-third of women aged 25-49 are married by age 18.> The
median age for women with no education at the time of their first marriage is 16.7.%
Cameroon has ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child** and the
Cameroonian Penal Code (Section 356) complies with the international standard that the
minimum age for marriage is 18 years old. The Cameroon Civil Code (Article 144),
however, permits a government prosecutor to grant exceptions to the minimum age for
serious reasons.* Despite the legal protections against early or child marriage, authorities
often fail to enforce such protections or to prosecute the perpetrators.*® Early or child and
forced marriages persist throughout the country but are particularly prevalent in the
Northern region.*’

B51 Right to an effective remedy; D6 Rights related to name, identity and nationality; F4

Persons with disabilities

Status of Implementation: Partially Accepted, Not Implemented

18.

19.

20.

21.

Cameroon received five recommendations related to the right to effective remedy and
rights related to name, identity and nationality, supporting three*® and rejecting two.*°
Protective services, including police, judiciary, and social services, to prevent and address
gender-based violence are inadequate.>°

Women in some rural areas do not have access to formal courts and must turn to customary
courts that reinforce discriminatory practices and attitudes that tend to favor men. !
Additionally, under customary law, women are often considered to have the legal status of
minors as opposed to adults.>?

Further, women and girls with disabilities are repeatedly subjected to sexual violence and
lack access to protective services.*



D28 Gender-based violence

Status of Implementation: Not Accepted, Not Implemented

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Cameroon received two recommendations® related to gender-based violence and
discrimination against LGBTIQ+ communities in the 2018 Universal Periodic Review and
rejected them.

Section 347-1 of the Cameroonian Penal Code continues to criminalize consensual same-
sex conduct between adults, which puts LGBTIQ+ people at a higher risk of mistreatment,
torture, or assault. Although it is not technically unlawful to identify as LGBTIQ+, sexual
conduct is criminalized.>® Transgender women are particularly vulnerable in Cameroon.
Human Rights Watch has documented that police and prosecutors target transgender
women and force them to undergo anal exams so they can have reason to charge them with
consensual same-sex sexual activity between adults.>® In May 2020, the police arrested 53
people, most of them LGBTIQ+, at a gathering hosted by an HIV organization in a hotel
in Bafoussam and charged them with “homosexuality” related offenses.’” At least 6,
including 3 teenagers aged 15 to 17, were subjected to forced anal examinations and HIV
tests. These forced anal exams and mandatory HIV tests are common practice and should
be considered cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment.>®

A report from the Thomson Reuters Foundation detailed the extent to which lesbian,
bisexual, and other sexual minority women and girls in Cameroon face violence and
“corrective rape,” often orchestrated by their own family members. Sexual violence is used
to “cure” a woman of deviant sexuality. Culturally, same-sex conduct is considered black
magic or witchcraft and the stigma of such behavior has prompted legislation and
criminalization.®® The Association Sourire de Femmes (ASDF) has received increased
reports of incest in 2022, thought to be linked to the corrective rape of lesbian, bisexual,
and other sexual minority women.

Out of 113 cases of gender-based violence reported to ASDF, there were 54 cases of
psychological violence, 18 cases of physical violence, 18 cases of incest, 37 cases of rape,
and 6 cases of sexual harassment. In most of these cases, the victim did not seek a follow
up to the report due to a lack of access to justice and cultural restraints.

Although sexual violence most significantly affects women and girls in Cameroon, eight
men reported experiencing torture, inhumane treatment, and arbitrary detention, including
the use of sexual violence as torture. * The Cameroonian Penal Code, Section 296, does
not include sexual violence committed against men.%? Cameroonian organizations report
that government actors strategically use rape to disempower or emasculate victims of the
conflict and undermine their gender and sexual identity. Because of the wording of the
Penal Code, lawyers can only charge the perpetrators with “forced homosexuality,” as
homosexuality is still criminalized.®® By “feminizing” or “homosexualizing” heterosexual
men, this practice aims to punish, humiliate, terrorize, and repress them. They also conduct
other types of sexual violence, such as forced nudity, sexual humiliation, and blunt genital
trauma, which are often under-reported.®*



D29 Domestic violence; F13 Violence against women

Status of Implementation: Accepted, Not implemented

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

During the 2018 Universal Periodic Review, the Government of Cameroon accepted one
recommendation related to victims of domestic violence® and five recommendations on
comprehensive and effective protection of women from violence, including female genital
cutting and access to legal, medical, and psychological resources for survivors.®® In
response to these recommendations, the Government of Cameroon has reiterated that they
have a National Plan of Action and National Gender Policy Paper to implement their
obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW).%’

Approximately 43.2% of married women experience domestic violence, while nearly 40%
experience emotional violence, and 14.5% sexual violence. “[N]ationally[,] 20.1% of
women were reported to have been forced to have sex for their first sexual relationship.”%®

The lack of a formal referral mechanism to guide survivors of domestic violence greatly
limits their access to appropriate holistic treatment services.® Health centers, while more
accessible, do not offer the privacy and confidentiality necessary, information about cases
of violence is not stored safely, and the medical treatment of such cases and PEP Kkits are
not readily available.”

In addition, survivors do not report abuse to the police for fear of arrest or fear that their
case will not be handled in a way that protects their safety.

Further, often it is the perpetrators of domestic violence that hold all or most of the familial
or economic power within the household, so victims often do not denounce abusers for fear
of poverty, losing their children, the threat of reprisals or repudiation, or the fear of being
married off to the abuser as a means to prevent reporting.”

Armed conflict between the Anglophone and Francophone regions of Cameroon have
exacerbated incidents of violence against women, especially in rural areas.”?> Women
experience many human rights violations including killings, abduction, and arbitrary
arrests due to lack of protection.” In rural areas, displaced people may not be able to
receive protection and, thus, are unable to properly report abuse, due to their lack of
identification documents.”

Human Rights Watch reported that at least 20 women were raped by Cameroonian security
forces in an attack in the Southwest region village of Ebam on March 1, 2020. ”® Girls and
women have reportedly also been increasingly targeted by armed separatists. At the same
time, civilian perpetrated gender-based violence also spiked in 2020, “perhaps due in part
to national lockdowns imposed by the government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;
similar pandemic restrictions have caused an increase in gender-based violence
worldwide.”7

There is no legislation in Cameroon that specifically criminalizes domestic violence,
provides preventative measures that address the underlying causes of domestic violence,
nor are there measures to promote the protection of survivors.”’



35.

36.

Polygamous relationships are legal for men, but women must have the consent of their
husband to engage in sexual relationships with another person otherwise they can be
punished with the crime of adultery and face two to six months of imprisonment, as seen
in Section 361 of the Penal Code."®

The Cameroonian Government has criminalized eviction from the matrimonial home
outside of any judicial proceedings and without valid reason in an effort to protect women
from forceful eviction from the home.” Section 358-1 of the Penal Code states that such
an eviction could result in a penalty of two to five years of imprisonment. It is unclear what
effect this has had to lessen the number of instances of men evicting their wives from their
homes.

E31 Right to work, F11 Advancement of women, F12 Discrimination against women, F14

Participation of women in political and public life

Status of Implementation: Accepted, Partially Implemented.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

During the 2018 Universal Periodic Review, Cameroon received and accepted four
recommendations related to the right to work.®® In addition to supporting and enhancing
efforts to promote women’s rights and employment for women, Member States
recommended that the Cameroonian Government implement measures to protect violence
against women when accessing employment.®! Additionally, Cameroon accepted two
recommendations related to the advancement of women;®? six recommendations on
discrimination of women;®® and one recommendation on the participation of women in
political and public life.%*

In response to these recommendations, Cameroon stated that their “legal framework
provides for equal opportunities for men and women in the labor market[, but e]fforts will
be made to eliminate discrimination in the labor market.”® Cameroon stated that “[w]omen
empowerment is an important component of the National Gender Policy.”® Between 2018
and 2020, the government of Cameroon was set to implement their National Action Plan for
Women in Development, using the Gender Policy Document as a tool for planning and
guiding its implementation.®’

Despite the existence of the Gender Policy Documents and National Action Plan,
discrimination against women is prevalent within Cameroonian society and incorporated
in laws that subordinate women’s status to men. The Civil Code, which applies in
Francophone regions, names men as the head of households (Article 213), grants husbands
the right to choose the place of residence (Article 215), denies men and women equal rights
to immovable property (Article 1428), and denies spouses equal administrative authority
over assets during marriage (Articles 1421 and 1428).88

Through the National Gender Policy document, the Government of Cameroon referenced
cultural differences among regional tribes as the primary reason why inequality between
men and women exist in the home;® however, this inequality is also augmented and
supported in the Government’s Civil Code.

Article 74, subs. 2 of Cameroon’s Civil Status Registration (Ordinance No. 81-02 of June
29, 1981) provides that a husband may object to his wife working in a different occupation,
arguing it is in the best interest of their marriage or children.®® Article 1421 states that the

7



42.

43.

44,

husband has sole control over common property. Article 1428 states that the husband has
control over his wife’s property.

In 2021, Cameroon ranked 148" among the 170 countries ranked in relation to their level
of gender inequality. The Gender Inequality Index (GII) is measured using maternal
mortality rate, gender empowerment, which considers the shares of parliamentary seats held
by women and percentage of female population with at least secondary education, and labor
force participation rates.®

According to a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report, there is a 25.5%
gender gap in labor participation rates and a 48.2% gender gap in the share of seats held by
women in parliament.®? Further, while 39% of all Cameroonians live below the poverty
line, 51.5% of women live below the poverty line. Eight out of ten of these women
experience poverty because they are underemployed.®®

Cameroonian law recognizes the right to legal assistance for all unemployed persons who
lack resources, or those abandoned by their spouses. The Ministry of Women’s
Empowerment and the Family, however, focuses most of their work on women in urban
and semi-urban towns, where they have offices, and provides insufficient support to rural
women, who form the bulk of women with limited financial means.® Women in rural
areas are left in a vulnerable position, where they face difficulties reporting violence in
the work place, often are economically dependent on their spouse or male members of
their family, and any income they make is usually handed over to their spouse or father.*®

E51 Right to education — General

Status of Implementation: Accepted, Partially Implemented

45.

46.

47.

During the 2018 Universal Periodic Review, the government of Cameroon accepted ten
recommendations related to increasing access and participation in education, with six of
those recommendations related to the protection and support of girls’ enrollment in schools
and access to education.%

In response to these recommendations, Cameroon stated, “Sexual harassment is
criminalised under the 2016 Penal Code (section 302-1), cases of sexual harassment of
students by teachers are heavily sanctioned (both criminal and disciplinary), the Gender
National Policy document has also included the improved access to education for girls in
its Strategic orientation No. 2.”% The Ministry of Women’s Empowerment and the Family
have partnered with UNICEF to prevent exploitation of girls in school and improve the
protective learning environment for children.®

Local organizations have noted factors that contribute to girls’ low school attendance rate
include: child marriage and a lack of access to sexual and reproductive health for girls.*°
Fortunately, the Government issued the decision N°02/22/C/MINESEC/CAB on April 22,
2022, in which the Minister of Secondary Education, Pauline Nalova Lyonga, lifted
sanctions on girls who became pregnant in school. Previously, girls who became pregnant
were expelled.*®



48.

49.

In the Northwest and Southwest regions of the country, the protracted humanitarian crisis
and armed conflict has affected 2.1 million children.®® Armed non-state actors attack
schools, kidnap teachers, impose lockdowns, and close schools.%?

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

This report suggests the following recommendations for the Government of Cameroon:

Take measures to ensure access to justice and protection for victims of violence, especially
in rural areas and areas where armed conflict is prevalent. Available report stations/follow-
up commissions should be put in all remote areas wherein victims of such violations could
report, with increased funding provided to medical and psychological services for victims.

Critical support needs to be strengthened for women experiencing mental health concerns,
both to prevent and address violence. This includes access to long-term counseling,
affordable housing, childcare supports, better legal assistance, and employment
opportunities.

Parliament should initiate the repeal of Article 74 of Cameroon’s Civil Status
Registration so that women do not require their husband’s permission to work in their
preferred trade.

Parliament should initiate the repeal of Articles 1421 and 1428 in which husbands have
singular control of all common property shared with their wife. Collaborate with civil
society in drafting a new family code so as to prevent women suffering from a lack of
economic autonomy and a vulnerability to abuse.

Revise Section 360 of the Cameroonian Penal Code, which stipulates that only a member
of a victim’s family may lodge a complaint of incest, to allow for people outside of the
victim’s family to report allegations of incest.

Parliament should initiate a repeal of Section 347 bis of the Cameroonian Penal Code,
which punishes consensual same-sex sexual relations with up to five years in prison. The
justice minister should make absolutely clear, in particular to all law enforcement,
prosecuting and judicial authorities, that Cameroonian law does not make it a crime or
offense to be a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender person, or to dress in a way that is
perceived as gender nonconforming.

The Cameroonian police should be instructed to and trained to immediately cease
exercising their authority to detain, charge, or prosecute an LGBTIQ+ person on the basis
of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender nonconformity and cease forced
anal exams and STI and HIV testing.

The National Human Rights Commission should investigate allegations of ill-treatment
of detainees on the grounds of real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity.

Take measures to improve education concerning sexual and reproductive health and
improve access to contraceptive care and family planning services, particularly in rural
communities.

Take measures to reduce unsafe abortions by repealing provisions that establish criminal
sanctions for abortion, including Section 337 of the Penal Code.
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¢ Amend the Penal Code by enacting a law to explicitly define and criminalize spousal
rape.

e Enact measures to improve the access to, and quality of, maternal health care services,
guaranteeing all pregnant women have universal access to health care throughout their
pregnancy and delivery.

e The Cameroonian government should continue to make efforts to implement the policy
and guidelines established in the Gender Policy Document.

e Take steps to ensure that women in rural areas of the country have access to healthcare,
education, and services to assist with the repercussions of violence.

e Repeal any laws allowing early/child and forced marriage. Enact laws criminalizing
early/child and forced marriage and ensure implementation and enforcement to
effectively protect women and girls.

e Submit State party reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), which have not been sent for several years. Engage civil
society before, during, and after the writing of national reports.

1 PENAL CODE Sec. 347-1 (Law No. 2016/007) (Cameroon).

22 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “Cameroon 30" Universal Peer Review
Infographic.” United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-
docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session30/CM/CAMEROON _ Infographic_30th.pdf

3 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, “Cameroon 30" Universal Peer Review
Infographic.” United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/lib-

docs/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session30/CM/CAMEROON _Infographic_30th.pdf

4 Human Rights Council, Addendum to the Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review:
Cameroon, (Sep. 12, 2018), U.N. Doc. A/HRC/39/15/Add.1, 1 121.10 Ratify the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (Iraq); 1 121.11 Ratify the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (Cote
d’Ivoire); § 121.12 Consider ratifying the conventions to which it is not yet a party, in particular the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Gabon); 1 121.44 Speedily
incorporate the international conventions ratified by Cameroon into national law, and implement action plans and
laws (South Africa); 1 121.43 Ratify the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
(Armenia); 1 121.15 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, the Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance and the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming
at the abolition of the death penalty (Ukraine); 1 121.17 Ratify and fully implement its obligations under the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Second Optional Protocol to the International
Convention on Civil and Political Rights (New Zealand); 1 121.19 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Senegal); 1 121.20 Ratify the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and establish a national preventive mechanism accordingly
(Czechia); 1 121.21 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and establish a national mechanism for the prevention of torture (Finland); 1
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121.25 Take necessary measures to complete ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture,
and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Tunisia);
121.22 Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Burkina Faso); § 121.14 Speed up the ratification of the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children
in armed conflict (Georgia);  121.26 Move towards the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Democratic Republic of the
Congo); 1 121.13 Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance (France); 1 121.16 Consider speeding up the ratification of the International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (Mozambique); 1 121.31 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Slovenia); 1 121.39 Consider ratifying the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (Lesotho); § 121.38 Strengthen the work of the Technical Council on Labour Migration in
examining the possibility of ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families (Indonesia); 1 121.29 Ratify the ILO Domestic Workers Convention, 2011
(No. 189) (Portugal); 1 121.24 Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Indonesia); 1 121.32 Ratify the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
(Slovenia); 1 121.33 Ratify and implement the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Botswana); 1 121.34 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Togo); 1
121.35 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography (Uganda);  121.23 Move towards the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Democratic Republic of the
Congo); 1 121.37 Adhere to the human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party, in particular the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the Convention
on the Status of Refugees and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Honduras); 1 121.40
Complete the process of ratification of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families (Uganda); {1 121.41 Ratify the International Convention on the Protection
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (Congo).

5 Human Rights Council, Addendum to the Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review:
Cameroon, (Sep. 12, 2018), U.N. Doc. A/HRC/39/15/Add.1, § 121.129 Consider after 2019 extending the decent
work country programme signed with ILO in October 2014 (Haiti); 1 121.154 Ratify the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention against Discrimination in Education
(Madagascar); 1 121.155 Move towards the ratification of the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in
Education (Democratic Republic of the Congo); 1 121.156 Accelerate the process of the ratification of the
Convention against Discrimination in Education (Afghanistan).

& Human Rights Council, Addendum to the Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review:
Cameroon, (Sep. 12, 2018), U.N. Doc. A/HRC/39/15/Add.1, 1 121.18 Ratify without reservation the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (Belgium); 1 121.36 Ratify the international human rights legal instruments to which it is
not a party, and further strengthen its cooperation with the treaty bodies (Niger); § 121.6 Abolish the death penalty
from its legislation definitively and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and

11



Political Rights (Chile);  121.27 Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(Austria); 1 121.28 Ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (France); 1 121.1 Consider ratifying
the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, with a view to abolishing
the death penalty for all crimes (Italy); 1 121.2 Consider ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International
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